
PRINCIPLES, CODE OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT & ADVISORY OPINIONS 

Principle: Patient Autonomy ("self-governance") 
The dentist has a duty to respect the patient's rights to self-determination and confidentiality. 

1. A. Patient Involvement  
1. B. Patient Records  

Advisory Opinions  
1. B. 1. Furnishing Copies of Records  
1. B. 2. Confidentiality of Patient Records  

 
Principle: Nonmaleficence ("do no harm").  

The dentist has a duty to refrain from harming the patient. 
 
2. A. Education  
2. B. Consultation and Referral  

Advisory Opinion  
2. B. 1. Second Opinions  

2. C. Use of Auxiliary Personnel 
2. D. Personal Impairment  

Advisory Opinion  
2. D. 1. Ability to Practice  

2. E. Postexposure, Bloodborne Pathogens 
2. F. Patient Abandonment 
2. G. Personal Relationships with Patients  

 

Principle: Beneficence ("do good") 

The dentist has a duty to promote the patient's welfare. 

3. A. Community Service  
3. B. Government of a Profession  
3. C. Research and Development  
3. D. Patents and Copyrights  
3. E. Abuse and Neglect  

Advisory Opinion 
3. E.1 Reporting Abuse and Neglect 

3. F. Professional Demeanor In The Workplace 
Advisory Opinion 
3. F.1. Disruptive Behavior In The Workplace  

 
Principle: Justice ("fairness") 

The dentist has a duty to treat people fairly. 
 
4. A. Patient Selection  

Advisory Opinion  
4. A. 1. Patients With Bloodborne Pathogens  

4. B. Emergency Service  
4. C. Justifiable Criticism  

Advisory Opinion  
4. C. 1. Meaning of "Justifiable"  

4. D. Expert Testimony  
Advisory Opinion  
4. D. 1. Contingent Fees  

4. E. Rebates & Split Fees  
Advisory Opinion 
4. E. 1. Split Fees in Advertising and Marketing Services 
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Principle: Veracity ("truthfulness") 

The dentist has a duty to communicate truthfully. 
 
5. A. Representation of Care  

Advisory Opinions  
5. A. 1. Dental Amalgam and Other Restorative Materials  
5. A. 2. Unsubstantiated Representations  

5. B. Representation of Fees  
Advisory Opinions  
5. B. 1. Waiver of Copayment  
5. B. 2. Overbilling  
5. B. 3. Fee Differential  
5. B. 4. Treatment Dates  
5. B. 5. Dental Procedures  
5. B. 6. Unnecessary Services  

5. C. Disclosure of Conflict of Interest  
5. D. Devices And Therapeutic Methods  

Advisory Opinions 
5. D. 1. Reporting Adverse Reactions 
5. D. 2. Marketing or Sale of Products or Procedures  

5. E. Professional Announcement 
5. F. Advertising  

Advisory Opinions 
5. F. 1. Published Communications 
5. F. 2. Examples of "False or Misleading" 
5. F. 3. Unearned, Nonhealth Degrees 
5. F. 4. Referral Services 
5. F. 5. Infectious Disease Test Results  
5. F. 6. Websites and Search Engine Optimization 

5. G. Name of Practice  
Advisory Opinions  
5. G. 1. Dentist Leaving Practice  

5. H. Announcement of Specialization and Limitation of Practice  
Standards For Multiple-Specialty Announcements  
Advisory Opinions  
5. H. 1. Dual Degreed Dentists  
5. H. 2. Specialist Announcement of Credentials in Non-Specialty Interest Areas  

5. I. General Practitioner Announcement of Services  
Advisory Opinions 
5. I. 1. General Practitioner Announcement of Credentials in Interest Areas In General Dentistry 
5. I. 2. Credentials in General Dentistry  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Source:   American Dental Association. 
http://www.ada.org/ 
http://www.ada.org/en/about-the-ada/principles-of-ethics-code-of-professional-conduct/ 
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